Naevocytic naevi as an atavism; their relationship to melanoma risk.
Common "acquired" naevocytic naevi (moles) are often regarded as caused by ultraviolet radiation although no proof of this assumption exists. An alternative view is presented herein, describing moles as atavistic relics. When the remote ancestors of Homo sapiens lost their fur, coat colour patterns also disappeared, leaving behind small rudimentary defects of the pigmentary system. These remnants are known to us as naevocytic naevi.